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Story ideas for print and broadcast media

MAN'S FIRST MOONWALK SPARKS IMAGINATION OF UD PHOTOGRAPHER
WHO PUBLISHES BOOK OF HISTORIC FRONT-PAGE HEADLINES FROM 20 YEARS AGO
On July 20, 1969, John Moreau and about 600 million others sat transfixed
by television's coverage of man's first walk on the moon. When Walter Cronkite
held up front-page coverage of the historic event from the "New York Times" and
"New York News," something "sparked" inside Moreau's mind.
"These front pages were all so different, bold and imaginative. I just
wanted to get them down to a size people could handle," said Moreau, an East
Dayton resident and photographer in UD's Printing and Design shop.
July 20 marks the 20th anniversary of both the moon walk and the beginning
of Moreau's search for front pages that he eventually compiled into a book
chronicling the event. At the urging of astronuat Neil Armstrong's parents,
Moreau contacted the Ohio Historical Society, which funded the project. He
eventually received more than 300 front pages from editors around the country,
with 134 represented in the first book printed in 1972. A smaller version of
the book, which included several editorial cartoons, was printed in 1976.
"No other event was covered like it then or since," he said. "So many events are tragedies, and all you can do is put a headline on it. But these
front pages really outdid themselves with dynamic and imaginative layouts."
Moreau will show slides of front-page coverage of the moonwalk for
participants in UD's Elderhostel program on Thursday, July 20 at 10:15 a.m. in
Kennedy Union 310. For interviews, contact John Moreau at (513) 229-4126.

MANKIND'S NEXT "GIANT LEAP" WON'T BE ON THE MOON,
NEXT STEP COULD BE MAN-MADE SPACE HABITATS IN THE LUNAR ORBIT, SAYS RESEARCHER
On the eve of the 20th anniversary of the first moonwalk, the "optimism of
the 1960s has disappeared" for most Americans, contends Joseph Martino, a
senior research scientist in UD's Research Institute and associate editor of
the quarterly journal, "Technological Forecasting and Social Change."
"I remember sitting in my living room and watching the first moonwalk on
television. It was really an emotional high. Now 20 years later, we know it
didn't turn out the way we expected. Among the real space enthusiasts, the
result has been an utter disappointment. For those of us who are still space
cadets, the message is the next time we need to pay for this (space exploration) ourselves," said Martino, who contends the nation's space program has
been stalled by bureaucracy and ought to be turned over to the private sector.
Americans shouldn't worry about conquering the moon. "The moon's gravity
is permanently wrong," Martino said. "In the future, we should build space
habitats that can be given an artificial gravity by spinning. It would be like
living on a merry-go-round--only it would
so large and slow that you
wouldn't notice (the movement)."
~or media interviews, contact Joseph
ino at (513) 229-3036.
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